
 

Real world legal experience. Real world change. 

Law Brigades volunteers work with Panamanian lawyers to provide 

pro-bono legal consulting to rural communities. Volunteers offer 
services through a free legal clinic, where volunteers shadow and 
assist lawyers as they provide legal consulting to community members. 
Volunteers also work to incorporate unregistered communities to 
empower them with rights and government benefits that they would 
not have received otherwise. Law Brigades primarily works with rural 
communities that are under resourced and largely unaware of their 
legal rights. Additionally, volunteers provide legal capacity building 
workshops on various legal concepts to empower communities 
through education. Between brigades, Global Brigades' in-country staff 
works to secure legal outcomes and provide follow-up to the 
community. 
 

Panama is the current focus of Law Brigades, where since 2007, 

more than 1,800 student volunteers have traveled to implement 
Brigades’ sustainable development programming. Law Brigades 

communities are selected based on high need for legal resources and 
reception to receiving legal education and guidance.   

 
Important Statistics about our Community Partners: 

¶ Typical family income is less than $2 a day 
¶ Average level of education is approximately 5th grade 

¶ Areas of high biodiversity at risk of environmental degradation 
¶ In remote areas with little awareness of legal rights 

 

A one week Law Brigade provides volunteers the opportunity to 

get hands on legal experience working on cases with meaningful 
impact.  Prior to travel, volunteers learn about the anticipated 
economic, political, social and cultural challenges.  The first day in 
Panama the volunteers will receive legal empowerment training along 
with an overview of the legislative environment in Panama. The 
remainder of the week will be spent in the field with the rural 
community, shadowing Panamanian lawyers during legal clinics as legal 
guidance is provided to community members. The Brigades are a true 
exchange where the volunteers and communities benefit equally from 
a meaningful experience full of personal and professional growth.  

Program Contribution 

Panama $820 USD 
¶ 8 days, 7 nights 

¶ 3 Meals per day 
¶ Lodging 

¶ In-country travel 
¶ Brigade coordinators 

¶ Panamanian lawyers 
 

 
 

 
 

Choose your brigade dates 

Winter, Spring, or Summer Break 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For more information 
jennifer.mizutani@globalbrigades.org  

or go to the Contact Us section on our 
website www.globalbrigades.org  
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